
 

220 4th Street South 

Stillwater, Minnesota 

This house is a part of the Heirloom and Land-
mark Sites Program of the City of Stillwater.  
 
The Heirloom and Landmark Sites Program is a 
joint effort of the City of Stillwater and the Her-
itage Preservation Commission (HPC) to honor 
property owners who maintain the historical 
character of their building or site. The goals of 
the program are to: 

 Acknowledge property owners who re-
stored their historic home, building, or site. 

 Showcase historic homes on Stillwater's 
Heirloom Homes and Landmark Sites Pro-
gram website. 

 Educate the general public about historic 
properties in Stillwater. 

 Help property owners learn how to pre-
serve their historic homes by providing 
technical assistance that shows homeown-
ers how to maintain the historical character 
of their homes while also  updating them to 
meet the demands of the twenty-first cen-
tury. 

 Preserve Stillwater's historic neighborhoods 
to ensure that the community maintains its 
identity and appeal as a historic river city 
and tourist destination. 

Heirloom & Landmark Sites  
of Stillwater 

Find out about your home, the people who lived 
there, and what may have happened in the past 
using the resources of the St. Croix Collection at 
the Stillwater Public Library. 
 
House History Resources: 
 Stillwater Building Permit Applications 

 Neighborhood Histories 

 Sanborn Insurance Maps  

 Washington County Plat Atlases  

 Washington County Tax Assessments 

 Stillwater City Directories (Many include 
Bayport and Oak Park Heights) 

 Washington County, Minnesota Polk City 
Directory 

 
Photographs and Images: 
The St. Croix Collection features photos and  
images primarily taken in and around Stillwater 
and includes historic photos of local houses: 

 House Photographs & Index of Rivertown 
Restoration organization photos taken in 
1977.  

 House Photographs Index: Index of house 
photographs held by the Washington Coun-
ty Historical Society. Most of the photo-
graphs are of house exteriors. Indexed by 
street name.  

 Runk and Wolff Collection includes photo-
graphs taken and collected by Stillwater 
photographers John Runk and Mel Wolff. 
Time period is 1860 - 1960's, with some 
more recent.  

 Sinclair Stereopticon Slides: James Sinclair 
was a Stillwater area photographer from 
approximately 1876 to 1890. His collection, 
titled "Views In and Around Stillwater," por-
trays people and scenes in the late 1800s. 
Most images feature scenes of early Stillwa-
ter businesses, homes and views of the St. 
Croix River.  

There’s No Place Like Home 
Researching Your Home’s History 

This historic house was built in 
the 1850’s in the Greek Revival 

Style. The County Assessor dates 
this house to 1852.   

It is one of the very earliest 
homes in Stillwater.   



Prison Wardens,  

Business Owners,  

Mayors, and now 

 a Woodworker/Author 
 

220 4th Street South was the house of Francis R. 
Delano, the first warden of the Stillwater State 
Prison, who assumed his duties in March 1853. He 
was also the mayor of Stillwater from 1862 for 
one year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is referred to as the  

Proctor House in the Heirloom and 

Landmark Site Program. Why? 

 
John Proctor and his wife Caroline lived in this 
house. Proctor served two terms as register of 
deeds and postmaster, three terms as mayor from 
1877 to 1880, and was appointed as the warden 
of the Minnesota State Prison in 1860, a position 
he held until 1868. 
 
Under Proctor, conditions at the prison improved! 
He instituted plans for prisoners to receive re-
duced time for good behavior. The prisoners were 
also given black and white horizontal striped pris-
oner uniforms that made escapees easier to iden-
tify. 
 

Proctor came to Stillwater in 1849 from Mis-
souri.  He ran a general merchandise business of 
Short, Proctor, and Company from 1852 to 
1856.  He opened a hardware store under the 
name of Proctor Brothers. He was part of the St. 
Croix Boom Company until 1880 when the Gover-
nor appointed him the surveyor general of logs and 
lumber for the first district. 
 
 

A Water Color Painting,  

the story of the “Peavey”,  

a logging tool,  

and Mr. Pevey. 

 
Jo Lutz Rollins did a number of watercolor 
paintings of various historic houses in Stillwater, 

including this house in 1975.  This painting 

hangs in the library today.  Can you 

find it? 
 
 
The 1882-1883 City Directory lists Henry L. Pevey, a 
steamboat captain, residing in the house.   
 
 

So, how does the “peavey”  

fit in here?   

 
Well, Rollins stated that a later owner of the house 
was Henry Pevey, the inventor of the logging tool 
called the “peavey”. (Rollins ca. 
1976, page 106).  The city directory 
does show Henry L. Pevey at this 
address, but one source on old tools 
describes the 1870 inventor of the 
peavey as being John Peavey, a 
blacksmith. (Sloan 1964:44) John 
Peavey and Henry Pevey do not 
appear to be the same per-
son.  Don’t believe everything you 
read. 
 

 

Today Gregg “Spike” Carlsen  

and his wife Kat  

make this house their home.   
 
Spike Carlsen is on the Stillwater Library Board of 
Trustees. Spike built a tree house at the age of 8 
and has been swinging a hammer ever since. He 
worked as a carpenter and contractor for 15 
years, then as an editor with The Family Handy-
man, the world’s leading DIY magazine, for an-
other 15 years. He’s the author of the award-
winning A Splintered History of Wood, Wood-
working FAQ, and The Backyard Homestead of 
Building Projects. He’s written for Men’s Health, 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune, American Wood-
worker, and other publications and has appeared 
on HGTV, Modern Marvels, and CBS’s The Early 
Show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, this house was home to people who were 
involved in the development of Stillwater — 
builders, mayors, steamboat captains, prison 
wardens, and a wood worker/author who now 
serves our Stillwater Public Library as a trustee! 
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